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Editorial Appointments

2024 —present  Debates and Interventions Editor, Urban Geography Journal

2024 —present  Editorial Board Member, Journal of Urban Political Ecology

2020 —present Book Reviews Editor, Urban Political Podcast

2022 —present Member, Unruly Natures, Zurich

Employment

Department of Geography, UZH

2024 - present  Senior Postdoctoral fellow and lecturer in Political Ecology and Urban Studies,
Space, Nature and Society Unit

Department of Architecture, ETH Ziirich

2021- present  Lecturer in Urban Studies,
Chair of Sociology

2021 - 2024 Program Coordinator,
Doctoral Program in Landscape and Urban Studies (LUS)

2018 - 2020 Lecture and Scientific Assistant in Housing and Urban Studies,
ETH Wohnforum — ETH CASE

School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi

2014 - 2017 Studio Instructor & Lecturer
Participatory Planning and Urban Ecology

LSE Cities & Alfred Herrhausen Society

2013 - 2024 Research lead & Curator,
Urban Age Award & Urban Age Conference, Delhi

Sardar Patel University

2008 - 2009 Student Assistant,
Urban Research and Design Lab


https://www.urbangeographyjournal.org/journal/editors-and-editorial-board
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/urban-political-ecology/journal203995#editorial-board
https://urbanpolitical.online/about-this-podcast/
https://unrulynatures.ch/

2021

2013

2009

English
Hindi
German
French

2021 - 2025

2024
2024

2021 - 2024

2022 - 2024

2021 -2023

2021-2024

2022

2018 - 2020

2018 - 2020

2016 - 2018

2017 - 2018

Education

Dr. sc. Urban Studies (Distinction, nominated for the ETH Medal)
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), Ziirich, Switzerland
Fields - Urban Studies, Urban Political Ecology, Sociology, Research Methods

MAS Urban Design (Distinction)
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH), Ziirich, Switzerland

Bachelor of Architecture (5 years, First Class)
Institute of Environmental Design, Vallabh Vidyanagar, India

Languages

fluent (native)
fluent (native)
fluent (C2)
good (A2)

Teaching Experience

Urban Sociology I & 11

Compulsory survey course for first-year Bachelor’s students (~300 participants) at DARCH,
ETH Ziirich, focusing on environmental humanities, multispecies perspectives, and more-than-
human ethnography.

GEO 299, small group teaching for Bachelor’s students at Department of Geography, UZH

Guest Seminar: Researching Otherwise — Pluriversal Research into the More-than-Human City
Uni Kassel. 10-day intensive seminar at Uni Kassel, exploring alternative research methods
for studying cities through a more-than-human lens.

Researching Otherwise: Pluriversal Methods for Landscape and Urban Research
Research seminar at ETH Ziirich, emphasizing sensory, and creative methodologies. Attended
by Doctoral and Master’s students from ETH Ziirich and related Swiss academies.

Writing the Urban Landscapes of the Anthropocene
Creative and critical research writing seminar at ETH Ziirich, attended by Master’s,
Bachelor’s, and Doctoral students from ETH Ziirich and related Swiss academies.

Urban Research Methods
Compulsory methods seminar for Master students (~120 participants) at DARCH, ETH Ziirich

The Agrarian Question: From Colonialism to Urban Agriculture
Urban Theory Seminar for Master’s, Bachelor’s, and Doctoral students at ETH Ziirich

Sessions on Territory: Urbanism and the Countryside - Agriculture
Public Lecture Series at the Department of Architecture, ETH Ziirich

Global Housing Challenges
Survey course on global housing policy for MAS Housing and Master’s students at ETH Ziirich

Research Methods on Public Space Research
Applied methods course for MAS Housing students at ETH Ziirich

Reading the City, School of Planning & Architecture, Delhi
Research Seminar for Master Students in Urban Planning and Urban Design

Introduction to Social Design, The Design Village, NOIDA, India
Seminar on Social Design and Participatory Planning
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Edited Books

Researching Otherwise: Pluriversal Methodologies for Landscape and Urban Studies, gta
Verlag, May 2024. https://doi.org/10.54872/gta/4692 (available in open access and in print)

Award: Winner of the DAM Book Award 2024

Book Reviews:

In Urban Studies Journal by Andrew Littlejohn

In Landscape Research Journal by Hannah Sender

In City by Indivar Jonnalagadda

In Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences by Mohammad Reza Khalilnezhad

Unearthing Traces: Dismantling imperialist entanglements of archives, landscapes, and the
built environment, eds. Denise Bertschi, Julien Carboni, Nitin Bathla. EPFL University Press,
Jan. 2023. https://doi.org/10.55430/6638VAOI (available in open access and in print)

The Seasonal Arrival City: Designing for migrants 'transient right to the city', eds. Nitin Bathla
& Jennifer Duyne, 2022, ETH Wohnforum — ETH CASE

Articles in Refereed Journals

Inhabiting more-than-human ecologies of Extended urbanization: Unruly leopards amidst
urban-wild enmeshment in the Northern Aravalli region, Geoforum (156), 1-11, DOL:
10.1016/j.geoforum.2024.104123

Transhumance Urbanism as an Urban Otherwise: Inhabiting Agrarian Incompletion at the
intersections of Extended Urbanisation-Extended Ruralisation, Antipode, 1-22, DOIL:
10.1111/anti.13085

Authoritarian urbanism beyond the city: Infrastructure-led extended urbanization and India’s
more-than-neoliberal configurations, Urban Studies, 1-22, DOI: 10.1177/00420980241309737
Producing New India: Periodizing India’s Infrastructure-led Extended Urbanisation and
Environmentalism, Economic and Political Weekly 59-52, 37-44, Link.

Extending dialogues on the urban, Dialogues in Human Geography, 1-6, DOL:
10.1177/20438206241242469

The atmospheres of massiveness: The politics and times of the maybe in Southern
megaregions, The Geographical Journal, 1-10, DOL: 10.1111/ge0j.12577

Nature and the extended city: Wasteland governmentality, the sacred, and anti-wasteland
politics in the Aravalli region, Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space, 1-20, DOL:
10.1177/25148486231187811

Inhabiting the extensions, Dialogues in Human Geography, 1-23, DOIL:
10.1177/20438206231168896

Extended urbanisation and the politics of uncertainty: The contested pathways of highway
corridors in India. N Bathla. The Geographical Journal, 1-15. DOI: 10.1111/geo0j.12441
Planned illegality, permanent temporariness, and strategic philanthropy:

tenement towns under extended urbanisation of postmetropolitan Delhi. N Bathla. Housing
Studies (6) 37, 868-888. DOI: 10.1080/02673037.2021.1992359

Reframing the contested city through ethnographic film:

beyond the expository on housing and the urban. International Journal of Housing Policy (3)
22,351-370. DOI: 10.1080/19491247.2021.1886028

Radical housing and socially-engaged art: Reflections from a tenement town in Delhi’s
extensive urbanisation. N Bathla, S Garg. Radical Housing Journal, 35-54. DOIL:
10.54825/HFEH7946

Decentring the Open City: Examining Openness at the Agrarian-urban Frontiers in India.
Trialog (4) 135 - Open City, 15-19. Research Collection



https://doi.org/10.54872/gta/4692
https://www.nsl.ethz.ch/en/dam-book-award-2024-for-researching-otherwise/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00420980241297875
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01426397.2024.2418811
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13604813.2025.2494920
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13412-024-00986-2
https://doi.org/10.55430/6638VA01
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/handle/20.500.11850/543590
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718524001842?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016718524001842?via%3Dihub
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.13085
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.13085
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00420980241309737
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/387517769_Producing_New_India_Periodising_India's_Infrastructure-led_Extended_Urbanisation
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20438206241242469
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20438206241242469
https://rgs-ibg.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/geoj.12577
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/25148486231187811
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/25148486231187811
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/20438206231168896
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/20438206231168896
https://rgs-ibg.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/geoj.12441
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02673037.2021.1992359
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19491247.2021.1886028
https://radicalhousingjournal.org/2020/radical-housing-and-socially-engaged-art/
https://radicalhousingjournal.org/2020/radical-housing-and-socially-engaged-art/
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/handle/20.500.11850/408921
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The Metabolism of Tenement Towns on a Planet of Fast Fashion. OASE 104. The Urban
Household of Metabolism, 50-55. DOI: 10.3929/ethz-b-000408394

Book Chapters

The Highway Revolution. Enclosure and State Space in India. Extended Urbanisation: Tracing
Planetary Struggles. Christian Schmid, Milica Topalovi¢ eds. Birkhéduser, 2023. 345-378. DOL:
10.1515/9783035623031-010

Book Reviews

Lively Cities: A review in the minor key. Book review forum, Urban Geography 45 (3), 495-
498, DOI: 10.1080/02723638.2024.2308417

Against the Commons. A Radical History of Urban Planning, Planning Theory, 1-6, DOL:
10.1177/14730952231212292

After suburbia: Urbanization in the twenty-first century, edited by Roger Keil and Fulong W,
Journal for Urban Affairs, 1-3, DOL: 10.1080/07352166.2024.2343556

Democracy beyond the state. How cities can transform democracy, City, 1-3, DOI:
10.1080/13604813.2024.2355804

The architecture of social reform: housing, tradition, and German modernism, Housing Studies
Journal 38 (4), 744-746, DOIL: 10.1080/02673037.2023.2200225

An Excursion into the Fragments of the City, Fragments of the City — The Making and
Unmaking of Urban Worlds by Colin McFarlane, Society and Space. Link

AMO/Rem Koolhaas (ed.) 2020: Countryside: A Report. Cologne: Taschen, International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research 44 (5), 945-946, DOIL: 10.1111/1468-2427.12960
Book review: Suburban Planet: Making the World Urban from the Outside In, Urban Studies
56 (10), 2179-2181, DOIL: 10.1177/0042098019836051

Newspaper & Magazine Articles

Wir brauchen eine politisch-dkologische Perspektive auf Lichtlandschaften. HOTSPOT. Forum
Biodivesitdt Schweiy. Swiss Academy of Sciences (SCNAT).

At the Ends of Autobahn Urbanism. Network City and Landscape. Link

Agrarian Urbanism and the Politics of Food and Land. Network City and Landscape. Link
Cities of Lights. Desired Landscapes - 08. Link

A faulty model. The Telegraph. Link

This is not an academic conversation. Trans - Silence 43, 105-109. Link

Reparatur und Fix unterscheiden - Zu einer Okologie des Wiederaufbaus, Jason W. Moore,
Patel, Raj, Milica Topalovi¢, Alex Nehmer, Nitin Bathla. Arch+ The Great Repair, 16 —29.
Link

Becoming a Tiger: Entangled Migrations, Surveillance, and Performing the Zoonosis of the
Asian Tiger Mosquito, Unruly Natures, Link

Urban autopia: the architecture of car-oriented capitalism. Architectural Review — Energy, 84-
87. Link

India’s highway revolution. Architectural Review — Transit, 88 — 91. Link

The Time of the “Maybe” in Massive Urbanization:

Reflections from a collective of Southern urban scholars. Society & Space Forum. Link

By sealing Delhi NCR borders, Covid has ended fluidity between where laborers live and
work. M Naik, N Bathla, The Print. Link

Housing the migrant worker, The Indian Express. Link

Complexities and Contradictions in Forensic Architecture: In conversation with Eyal
Weizman. N Bathla. Trans Magazine - Spannung, 103-108. Link


https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/handle/20.500.11850/408394
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783035623031-010/html
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9783035623031-010/html
https://www.urbangeographyjournal.org/journal/book-reviews/lively-cities-a-review-in-the-minor-key
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/14730952231212292
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/14730952231212292
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/07352166.2024.2343556
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13604813.2024.2355804
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13604813.2024.2355804
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02673037.2023.2200225
https://www.societyandspace.org/book-review-forums/fragments-of-the-city-making-and-remaking-urban-worlds-by-colin-mcfarlane
https://www.ijurr.org/article/amo-rem-koolhaased-2020-countryside-a-report-cologne-taschen/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0042098019836051
https://www.nsl.ethz.ch/en/at-the-ends-of-autobahn-urbanism/
https://www.nsl.ethz.ch/en/agrarian-urbanism-and-the-politics-of-food-and-land/
https://desired-landscapes.com/products/issue-08-pre-order
https://www.telegraphindia.com/opinion/a-faulty-model-india-continues-to-bet-heavily-on-rapid-expansion-of-greenfield-highways-as-growth-strategy/cid/2093323
https://archplus.net/de/archiv/ausgabe/250/
https://unrulynatures.ch/25-09-Becoming-a-Tiger-Entangled-Migrations
https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/urban-utopia-the-architecture-of-car-oriented-capitalism
https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/highway-revolution-the-politics-of-indias-rapid-road-building-programme
https://www.societyandspace.org/forums/massive-urbanization-forum
https://www.societyandspace.org/forums/massive-urbanization-forum
https://www.societyandspace.org/forums/massive-urbanization-forum
https://theprint.in/opinion/by-sealing-delhi-ncr-borders-covid-has-ended-fluidity-for-labourers/428151/
https://theprint.in/opinion/by-sealing-delhi-ncr-borders-covid-has-ended-fluidity-for-labourers/428151/
https://theprint.in/opinion/by-sealing-delhi-ncr-borders-covid-has-ended-fluidity-for-labourers/428151/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/housing-the-migrant-worker/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/housing-the-migrant-worker/
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/handle/20.500.11850/408433
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The Delhi-Mumbai Expressway Is a Short-Cut to Socio-Ecological Disaster.
N Bathla, A Singh. The Wire. Link
Zomias of Reality. N Bathla. Trans Magazine - Reality 33, 103-108. Link

Major Publications in Progress

Book: Inhabiting a Ruderal Planet,

Duke University Press

Book: Cinema and the City Now! Sensoriums of Planetary Urbanization, eds. Nitin Bathla,
Silvia Cipelletti, Markus Lahteenmiki, Klearjos Papanicolaou, JOVIS Verlag

Special Issue: Agrarian Urbanism beyond the urban-rural divide, eds. Nitin Bathla, Luca
Lazzarini, Landscape Research Journal

Special Issue: Urban neoilliberalism at the Authoritarian Turn, eds. Nitin Bathla, Seth
Schindler, Ilias Alami, Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space

Book Chapter: Agrarian Questions under Extended Urbanization, Designing Agroecological
territories, Milica Topalovic, ed., Birkhduser

Journal Article: Lichtwirtschaft and the Production of the Spectacle City: Light Planning,
Nighttime Economy, and Zurich’s Neoliberal Financialization, Nitin Bathla, Norman
Backhaus, Environment and Planning D: Society and Space

Film: Building a Nation, Ethnographic Film, 70 minutes. India/Switzerland.

Films & Video Installations

Agrarian Questions in an Uncertain World, 18 minutes. Video

Not Just Roads, Ethnographic Film, 67 minutes. India/Switzerland.
Producer, Director, Cinematographer, Sound. Swiss Films

Award: Winner of the Society of Architecture Historians Film and Video Award 2024,
Nominations and Honorable Mentions:

Shortlist-International Film Competition 2021, London Architecture Film Festival.
Shortlist-Beyond the Screen Competition, DocAviv 2021

Film Reviews:
In Annals of American Association of Geographers by Momen El-Husseiny, AbdouMaliq

Simone, Llerena Guiu Searle, D. Asher Ghertner & Sandra Jasper

Films that offer a space for discussion on complex environmental issues, in Mongabay by
Priyanka Shankar

Not Just Roads — A sensory immersion into urban transformations shaping in the peripheries of
Delhi, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung

The film premiered at over 30 international film festivals, including the Ecofalante
Environmental Film Festival (Brazil), All Things Environmental Film Festival (India), London
Architecture Festival, Copenhagen Architectural Festival, DocAviv 2021, Architecture Film
Festival Rotterdam, and Dharmshala International Film Festival.

It serves as a pedagogical resource and is included in the library holdings and curricula of
universities such as Humboldt University, York University, Syracuse University, KTH
Stockholm, and the University of Luzern.

Metropolis 2020, 8 minutes. Video Installation, exhibited in Zurich, Berlin, and Delhi.


https://thewire.in/environment/delhi-mumbai-expressway-nitin-gadkari-bharatmala-nhai
https://thewire.in/environment/delhi-mumbai-expressway-nitin-gadkari-bharatmala-nhai
https://www.hochparterre.ch/campus/reality
https://www.swissfilms.ch/EN/movie/not-just-roads/423C42997C3541CBAF5CE0A0BE40BF56
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/2325548X.2021.1960094
https://india.mongabay.com/2021/11/films-that-offer-a-space-for-discussion-on-complex-environmental-issues/?fbclid=IwY2xjawHL181leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHc3qQk3lWWfQpF_MrpfFJrN7BcoGwKnHvYLsHFlOM4X2aZK-zSH6s5tF2Q_aem_4661Z5lFpev8E8iQJTtM8w
https://india.fes.de/e/default-2712734ac0
https://india.fes.de/e/default-2712734ac0
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Exhibitions

Planetary Urbanisation — Agrifutures Ziirich. Zentrum Architektur Ziirich (ZAZ), Switzerland
Does the blue sky lie? Testimonies of Air’s Toxicities, public art installation as a part India Art
Fair, Delhi, India

Mapping Delhi - Arbeit, Stadtraum Und Erinnerung Auf Textil Urbane Rédume: 4 Perspektiven.
Zentrum Architektur Ziirich (ZAZ), Switzerland

Peripheries & Crossovers: Art as Social Practice, Hamburg Haus, Germany & KHOJ
International Artists Association, Delhi

My House, My City! at Studio X, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Peer Reviews

As a leading expert in the fields of Urban Studies, Urban Geography, and Urban Planning, [
am frequently invited to peer review articles for leading journals, book manuscripts for
publishers, and grant proposals for scientific organizations. The following is a selection of my
peer review activities over the past two years:

Recycling our view on wastelands, Landscape Research.

Rushing around: upward mobility and lives worth living in the peripheries of Sao Pauloand Rio
de Janeiro, Current Anthropology.

Trailers in the fields: labor, immigration, and farmworker housing in post-Bracero California -
gta papers, gta Papers.

“Beneath the Waters of a Universal Ocean” Containing the Ganges River in 18th-Century
Varanasi, Journal 18.

Festivalisation or defamiliarisation of urban space? Characteristics and objectives of light art
festivals in Germany, Geographica Helvetica.

Studies in the Arts I1I: Was Wissenschaft mit Kunst und Gesellschaft verbindet, Transcript
Verlag.

Technocratic Neoliberalism and Urban Energy Policies Planning, Urban Studies.
Reimagining Top-Down Urban Planning: Reflections from Mumbai’s and Delhi’s People’s
Plan Campaigns, Environment and Urbanization.

Special issue introduction: New urban frontiers, Urban Geography.

The production of everyday carcerality in state-led redevelopment of informal settlement in
Delhi, India, Antipode.

A New Approach to Demarcate the Frontiers of Planetary Urbanization, case of Marmara
Region, Tiirkiye, Urban Geography.

Ruderal Involution: A Vegetal Geography of Coimbatore, Environment and Planning E:
Nature and Space.

French Landes typical rural housing: the heteronomy of exogenous long-term territorial
planning in the light of environmental and social perspectives (19th-20th-21st centuries),
Planning Perspectives.

Living Within Infrastructure: Post-construction infrastructural adaptation of social practices in
the under-flyover occupancy in the global south context of Dhaka, Bangladesh, Nature
Sustainability.

Subaltern urbanization, shifting periphery and rural-urban dilemma in Bengal Delta: Is
Planetary urbanization possible in the most densely populated deltaic region? Geoforum.
Climate Citizenship: Infrastructures, Environments, and Democracy in the Era of Climate
Change, ERC Starting Grant.

Against wastelanding: distributed design at the pace of soil in the Conca de Barbera,
Landscape Research.



2023

18.06.2025
26.05.2025
30.04.2025
12.04.2025
28.03.2025

04.12.2024

27.11.2024

14.11.2024

06.11.2024
01.10.2024
27.09.2024
06.09.2024
07.06.2024

08.04.2024
20.03.2024

01.03.2024

16.11.2023

07.11.2023

24.10.2023

16.10.2023

14.03.2023
25.10.2022

27.08.2022

12.08.2022
31.03.2022

21.04.2021

Living Amidst the Artifacts of Apartheid: a film challenging Johannesburg’s urban transit
power logics, International Journal for Housing Policy.

Invited Talks

Journeys through Zurich’s Nocturnal Urbanization, Luminous Links, Collegium Helveticum
Architektur und Urbanismus als Forschungspraxis, Technische Hochschule Ostwestfalen-Lippe
Multispecies Health in the City: Going Beyond the Green, Edinburg Climate Change Institute
Journeys in Researching Otherwise, Drop City, Milan

Inhabiting speculative ruins of urban-agrarian settlement in Punjab and Agro Pontino,
Presented at the Concept Histories of Settlement, Heyman Centre, Columbia University
Sacred Worldings and the Urbanisation of Patna’s Fluvial Gangetic Geographies,

Presented at the Workshop on Rivers, Sacred Values, and Environmental Attitudes, Lund
University

Lichtwirtschaft and the Production of the Spectacle City: Light Planning, Nighttime Economy,
and Zurich’s Neoliberal Financialization, Presented at the Workshop on Urban Codes and
Urban Forms: The Case of Zurich, ETH Zurich

Journeys in Researching Otherwise, Presented at Creative methods, undisciplined methods? Or
how to do research differently in geography, Departmental Seminar Series,

University of Geneva

Journeys in Researching Otherwise, Presented at Design Methods in Doctoral Research,
Institute of Urban and Landscape Studies (ISUP), Universita della Svizzera italiana

Journeys in Researching Otherwise, Presented at (un)Studio, EPFL, Lausanne

Concept Histories of Settlement, Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles

Migration and the Agrarian Question, Presented at Workshop on Frontiers — Prof. Michel
Watts, Department of Geography, University of Zurich

Inhabiting More-than-Human ecologies of Planetary Urbanisation, Presented at Migros
Museum, Zurich

Climate Crisis and the Humanities, Presented at Collegium Helveticum, Zurich.

Extended urbanization and urban-wild enmeshment, Keynote lecture for /8th AESOP Young
Academics Conference 2024, Politecnico di Milano, Milan

Radical Politics of Non-Arrival on a Planet of Tenements Presented at the Public Lecture
Series of the Austrian Society for Architecture, Vienna

The Sensing Machine: Reframing Ethnographic Film for the Urban Otherwise, Presented at
The Emotional Power of Space, Departmental Colloquium series curated by artists-filmmakers
Béka & Lemoine at Universita della Svizzera Italiana, Mendrisio

The Highway Revolution. Enclosure and State Space in India, Presented at the Department of
Architecture, University Liechtenstein

Authoritarian Urbanism and the Infrastructure State, Presented at the Human Geography
Colloquium of Department of Geography, University College London

Fragments of postcolonial urbanisation: A pluriversal survey of southern urban studies,
Presented at Department of Literary Studies, University Basel

Ecologies of a Ruderal Nation, University of St. Gallen

The Sensory Machine: Ethnographic film as an iterative writing space, at the Institute
Colloquium, Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Bern

Aqua Nullius, fluid connections in the Indian Ocean, at University of Bergen

Petrourbanism and Autopias of the Planetary Age Presented at Itten & Brechbiihl, Bern
Wasteland Governmentality Under Extended Urbanisation: Politics of Waste, Nature, and
Rewilding in Neoliberal India, Presented at the Workshop on the City and the Wild, Collegium
Helveticum, Zurich

Identity: Breaking the Maps Redrawing the Borders Presented at L'4telier magazine, EPFL
Lausanne



24.06.2021 Home and home-making in the construction of urban imaginaries, Presented at the Centre for
Urban and Built Ecologies, London Metropolitan University

17.11.2021 Film screening and discussion of ‘Not Just Roads’ with students at
York University, Toronto, Canada

30.04.2021 Filmmaking for a Broken Planet, at Arbeitsgruppe fiir Nachhaltigkeit (AGN), Centre for
Sustainable Development, ETH Zurich

11.03.2020 What if the future of craft lies in today’s experiments? Presented at Spacel0 and UnBox Delhi

05.02.2020 Studio Otherworlds: A Planetary Map of Fast Fashion, Presented at Ambedkar University
Delhi

03.09.2019 CPR-Centre de Sciences Humaines (CSH) Workshop on 'Delhi without Borders:
Contradictions and Conflicts of a Delirious City Region'
07.07.2016 Social Design: Experiments in the Delhi Region, Presented at Social, Hauz Khas Village, Delhi

Conferences and Paper Presentations

2025 Paper: Inhabiting a Ruderal Planet, Panel: Planetary Urbanisation and the 21st Century
Agrarian Question, A4G Detroit.

2024 Transductive ethnography for comparative research on territories of extended urbanization,
RC21 Conference, Catholic University of Chile, Santiago de Chile.

2023 Infrastructure density, the authoritarian state, and the infrastructuralisation of accumulation by
segregation, The urban politics of infra-density symposium, University of Zurich.

2023 Human Geography speciality group, Swiss Geoscience Meeting, Swiss Academy of Sciences,
Mendrisio.

2023 Authoritarian Urbanism: Contemporary Manifestations, Global Entanglements and
Contestation, Annual Conference of the Institute for European Urban Studies 2023, Weimar,
Germany.

2023 Political action beyond the city, Conference of the International Network for Urban Research
and Activism, The Right to the Planet, Zurich.

2023 Urban Life at the Extensions, as part of the Banister Fletcher Global fellowship at the
University of London in Paris (ULIP).

2022 The Extended City in the Planetary Age. Presented at RC21 Athens, Ordinarily Massive:
Revitalizing Approaches to Large Scale Urbanization

2022 Climate Change and Urban Movements. Presented at - INURA Luxembourg

2021 Between the sacred and the wasteland: The Vanishing Aravallis and Delhi’s Extended

Urbanisation. Presented at RC21 Antwerp
Extended Urbanisation: From State Strategies to Everyday Life, panel organised with Prof.
Christian Schmid at RC21 Antwerp

2019 Ontological Reconciliation in Resistance to Environmental Dispossession.
Presented at RC21 Delhi
2019 Infrastructing bypass urbanism: The contested lives of fantasy infrastructures,

a view from the Delhi urban region. Presented at Historical Perspectives on Urban
Infrastructure, Urban Lab, University College London

2019 From not-possible land to ou fopos: Exploring the scramble for commons in Delhi’s regional
urban ecology. Presented at workshop on BRICS: Unpacking land-use transformations at
University of Oxford's Department of International Development

2019 From Multilocationality to Urban Contestation: A study of housing practices of circular
migrants in the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor. Presented at the American Association of
Geographers, Washington DC.

2018 A dispersed openness — The ‘open cities’ of ex-urbia. Presented at Open City Forum, Berlin

2018 Spaces of Urban Liminality: Recapitulation and rematerialisation of the «urban» in India.
Presented at Habitats in time. Habitat Unit. EPFL Lausanne, Switzerland.

2018 The thirdspace of development. Presented at - EPFL/ETH Summer School “Relational

Space/Relational Urbanism”, EPFL Lausanne, Switzerland.
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2024

ITHS PhD Workshop, Bangalore, India

Is Circulatory Urbanisation Tangible? Exploring methods to understand circular migration as
an urbanising agency. Presented at Workshop on Labour migration and social change at the
Centre for Policy Research, Delhi.

Autoprogettazione as a Social Project, experiments in self-design in Delhi’s low-income
neighbourhoods. Presented at the BSA seminar “Design and ‘the Social’: Mapping new
Approaches to Inequality in Design” at the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Podcasts

As a contributing editor at the Urban Political Podcast,
I have produced and contributed to the following episodes:

Episode 91: Book Review Roundtable — The Suburban Frontier (University of California
Press) Featuring Claire Mercer, Roger Keil, and Mariam Genes.

Episode 86: Book Review Roundtable — Concrete City: Material Flows and Urbanization in
West Africa (Wiley) Featuring Wangui Kimari, Prince Guma, Alice Hertzog, and Armelle
Choplin.

Episode 82: Book Review Roundtable — Infrastructural Times (Bristol University Press)
Featuring Jean-Paul Addie, Hanna Baumann, Himanshu Burte, and Fenna Hoefsloot.
Episode 78: Book Review Roundtable — Waste and the City (Verso)

Featuring Colin McFarlane, Julia Wesley, and Vanesa Castan Broto.

Episode 75: Book Review Roundtable — Lively Cities: Reconfiguring Urban Ecology
(University of Minnesota Press). Featuring Maan Barua, Lindsay Howe, Ghazala Shahabuddin,
Ravi Sundaram, and Thomas Crowley.

Episode 68: Book Review Roundtable — Against the Commons: A Radical History of Urban
Planning (University of Minnesota Press). Featuring Sai Balakrishnan, Mara Ferreri, and
Alvaro Sevilla-Buitrago.

Episode 66: Book Review Roundtable — How Cities Can Transform Democracy (Polity)
Featuring Roger Keil, Julie-Anne Boudreau, Ross Beveridge, and Philippe Koch.

Episode 65: Book Review Roundtable — Migrants and Machine Politics (Princeton University
Press). Featuring Adam Auerbach, Sofie Heintz, and Nicolas Palacios Cris6stomo.

Episode 57: Book Review Roundtable — Art and Climate Change (Thames & Hudson)
Featuring Maja and Reuben Fowkes, Debjani Bhattacharya, and Tatjana Schneider.

Episode 55 — Dispatch from RC21 Conference 2022 — Ordinary cities in exceptional times
Episode 54 — Dispatch from INURA Conference 2022 in Luxemburg

Episode 52: Book Review Roundtable — Fragments of the City: The Making and Unmaking of
Urban Worlds (University of California Press). Featuring Colin McFarlane, Tatiana Thieme,
Kevin Ward, and Theresa Enright.

Episode 38: Filmmaking as Urban Research. Featuring Sandra Jasper Nitin Bathla, and Tino
Buchholz.

Episode 35 & 36: Mobilization and Advocacy in Contexts of Massive Urbanization
Featuring AbdouMaliq Simone, Dian Tri Irawaty, Mariana Cavalcanti, Steve Ouma Akoth,
Momen ElHusseiny, Kristian Saguin, Sobia Ahmad Kaker, and Taibat Lawanson.

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

Deutsches Achitektur Museum Book Award 2024,
Frankfurt Book Fair

Swiss National Science Foundation Publication Grant for the book “Researching Otherwise” +
Network for City and Landscape (NSL) Grant.

Role - Principal investigator and book editor

Amount - CHF 15,000 + CHF 3,600 = CHF 18,600


https://urbanpolitical.online/about-this-podcast/

2023 Network for City and Landscape (NSL) colloquium grant + Swiss National Science
Foundation Conference Grant for organising the conference Planetary Urbanisation: Agendas
for Research and Action.

Role - Principal investigator and conference organizer
Amount - CHF 20,000 + CHF 15,000 = CHF 35,000

2023 Swiss National Science Foundation Conference Grant for organising the annual conference of
International Network for Urban Research.
Role - Principal investigator and conference organizer
Amount - CHF 15,000

2022 Swiss National Science Foundation Conference Grant for organising the first
International Symposium on Film, Architecture, and Urban Studies, Zurich.
Role - Principal investigator, conference organizer, and network founder
Amount - CHF 20,000 website — www.filmarch.city

2022 Society of Architecture Historians Award for Film and Video.
Role — Award recipient
Amount — USD 10,000

2020 - 2021 Swiss National Science Foundation Mobility Grant for a year-long stay at the
George Simmel Zentrum, Humboldt University Berlin.
Role — Principal investigator
Amount — CHF 67,000

2021 Does the Blue Sky Lie? Testimonies of Air’s Toxicities Art Grant.
KHOJ International Artists Association.

Role — Principal investigator and project director
Amount — INR 300,000 (~3,000 CHF)

2017 - 2020 Swiss Excellence Scholarship for doctoral studies awarded by the Swiss Government.
Role — Principal investigator and fellow
Amount — CHF 72,000

2019 - 2020 Peripheries and Crossovers: Art as social Practice Art Grant,
KHOJ International Artists Association.
Role — Principal investigator and co-director of the project
Amount — INR 450,000 (~4,500 CHF)

2019 - 2021 Environmental Film Grant for the documentary film Not Just Roads,
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung India Office.
Role — Principal investigator
Amount — INR 1,800,000 (~18,000 CHF)

2017 UNLEASH fellow, Denmark for UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Role — Fellowship
Amount — CHF 3000

2009 Gaurav Chinha Award for outstanding achievements and contributions by the
Sardar Patel University.
Role — Awardee
Amount — INR 100,000 (~1,000 CHF)

2009 Prof. Kurla Varkey forum at CEPT University, Ahmedabad.
Role — Awardee
Amount — INR 50,000 (~5,000 CHF)
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2024
2020-2021

*2026

*2026

2024-
2025
2022-2024
2022-2024
2021-2024
2006-2007

Research Stays Abroad

University of Kassel, Kassel, Germany
Humboldt University Berlin, Berlin, Germany

List of Ongoing Doctoral Supervisions

Diler Ciftci, Instanbul Technical University, Silviopastoral Systems: Carbon Sequestration and
Climate Impact.

Desmond Bast, Department of Geography and Spatial Planning, University of

Luxembourg, New Project - Relational geographies of the urban digital growth machine:
Mapping the socio-spatial pathways (DiGiMap).

University Service

Delegate on the Institut Versammlung, GIUZ, UZH

Member, Organizing Committee, Parity Talks, ETH Zurich

Delegate on the teaching commission, DARCH, ETH Zurich

Member of Curriculum Reform Committee, DARCH, ETH Zurich

Delegate, Association of Assistants at the Department of Architecture, ETH Zurich
Treasurer, Student Body, Institute of Environmental Design, Sardar Patel University
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